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What is ESCAP LNOB Analysis?

• An empirical analysis of inequality and gaps in access to key services and 
opportunities with an exclusive emphasis on SDG indicators.

• An efficient disaggregation tool that captures intersectionalities among 
individual/household circumstances that leave people behind.

• Driven by data that are nationally representative and ideally conducive to 
subnational disaggregation.

• Based on a machine learning algorithm within Classification and 
Regression Tree Analysis (CART) and Dissimilarity Index.



Why is LNOB analysis important?



ESCAP LNOB Platform

• Highlights inequalities in SDG indicators at national and subnational levels countries 
in Asia and the Pacific in 2010-2022 period.

• Identifies groups that are furthest behind in 19 SDG indicators by an efficient 
disaggregation methodology that captures intersectionality of contingent 
circumstances.

• Helps policymakers understand whom to prioritize for interventions to reduce 
inequality of opportunity.

• Monitors gaps and inequality in SDG achievements and supports Voluntary National 
Reviews.



Role of LNOB in VNRs



LNOB in the VNR of Fiji (2023)



Mainstreaming LNOB across Asia-Pacific



LNOB Evidence for VNR
Samoa
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An Overview of Gaps in SDGs
Source: Samoa (MICS 2019-2020)



Zooming into Furthest Behind

Source: Samoa MICS (2019-2020)

SDG 7.1.2 : Access to Clean Fuels



LNOB and Regional Disparities

Source: Samoa MICS (2019-2020)

SDG 7.1.2 : Access to Clean Fuels

Rate of the furthest 
behind group in 
access to clean 
fuels
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