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The Future of Asian and Pacific Cities report 
2019 is an important resource to explore critical 
and emerging policy opportunities to realize 
urban sustainability for the Asian and Pacific 
region. The report informs policies and actions 
from a sustainable development perspective, 
putting cities at the centre of development 
policy debates. The report identifies future 
policy pathways for urban decision makers and 
stakeholders to reimagine the built and natural 
environments in Asian and Pacific cities and offers 
policy solutions across different types of cities 
to achieve the global development agendas. 
The solutions address four major development 
challenges — natural resource management, 
climate change, disaster risk and inequalities 
— through a focus on the key means of 
implementation to accelerate the achievement of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
As a policy advocacy report, it explores how 
the transformative potential of cities can be 
harnessed and enhanced to forge inclusive, 
prosperous and resilient cities, and how cities can 
serve as the drivers of sustainable development 
for the achievement of the New Urban Agenda 
in the Asia-Pacific region. The report builds on 
two previous publications, The State of Asian 
and Pacific Cities 2015 and The State of Asian 
Cities 2010/11, which explored the key existing 
and emerging trends in urban development 
within the region. This report, on the other 
hand, employs a forward-looking perspective 
with an ambitious vision of a sustainable 
urban future for the region, and evaluates 
the implications of different development  
pathways for the achievement of inclusive 
sustainable development in cities by 2030.

ABOUT THE REPORT 
& ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The report was jointly developed by the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the United 
Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat). It was prepared under the direction of 
Stefanos Fotiou, Director of the Environment and 
Development Division, ESCAP, Curt Garrigan, 
Chief of the Sustainable Urban Development 
Section, ESCAP; and Raf Tuts, Director of the 
Programme Division, UN-Habitat, and Atsushi 
Koresawa, Director, Regional Office for Asia and 
the Pacific, UN-Habitat.

The lead coordinator of the report was Omar 
Siddique, of the Environment and Development 
Division, Sustainable Urban Development 
Section, ESCAP.

The principal authors and coordinators of the 
report were Omar Siddique of the Environment 
and Development Division, Sustainable Urban 
Development Section, ESCAP, and Paula 
Pennanen-Rebeiro-Hargrave of the UN-Habitat 
Programme Division.

The report was developed in partnership with the 
following organizations and staff:

100 Resilient Cities: Lauren Sorkin and Sam 
Kernaghan. 

Asian Development Bank: Manoj Sharma, Joris 
van Etten, Aldrin Plaza and Kristine Roa-Fallorina. 

Centre for Liveable Cities, Singapore: Teng Chye 
Khoo, Teng Leng Lim and Pei En Tan.
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European Union: Paolo Zingale, Michel 
Mouchiroud and Alexandra Lehmann with 
Pablo Gándara and Piero Pelizzaro from the 
International Urban Cooperation Programme, 
Asia.

The Rockefeller Foundation: Deepali Khanna and 
Felicity Tan.

United Nations Development Programme: Jaco 
Cilliers, Taimur Khilji, Scott Standley, Pradeep 
Kurukulasuriya, Rohini Kohli, Sanny Ramos 
Jegillos, Laura Hammett, Jihoon Lee, Asami 
Okahashi and Paavani Reddy. 

The co-authors of the thematic chapters were as 
follows:

The Future of Urban and Territorial Planning: 
Bruno Dercon of the UN-Habitat Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific, and Taimur Khilji of 
the UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub and Bravish 
Mallavarapu, UNDP consultant.

The Future of Urban Resilience: Shobhakar 
Dhakal, European Union consultant, and Nicholas 
Taylor, ESCAP consultant.

The Future of Smart and Inclusive Cities: Yuting 
Xu, Elyssa Ludher, Kankang Zhu and Yimin Zhou 
of the Centre for Liveable Cities, Singapore. 

The Future of Urban Finance: Stuart King and 
Sarah Hui Li, ADB consultants, and Marco Kamiya 
of the UN-Habitat Urban Economy and Finance 
Branch. 

©
 Y

ul
ia

 G
rig

or
ye

va



THE FUTURE OF ASIAN & PACIFIC CITIES

16

•• Expert group meeting on 
smart cities, hosted by ESCAP and 
Singapore’s Centre for Liveable Cities 
at the 2018 World Cities Summit, in 
Singapore, in July 2018. 

•• Local government consultation 
at the 7th Congress of United Cities 
and Local Governments in Asia and 
the Pacific, hosted by ESCAP and 
UN-Habitat, in Surabaya, Indonesia, in 
September 2018. 

•• Subregional consultation for North 
and Central Asia, hosted by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe, ESCAP and UN-Habitat, in 
Geneva, in October 2018.

•• Subregional consultation for South 
and South-West Asia and Expert 
Group Meeting on municipal finance 
hosted by the ESCAP Subregional 
Office for South and South-West Asia 
and NITI Aayog, Government of India, 
in New Delhi, in November 2018. 

•• Expert group meeting on urban 
resilience, hosted by ESCAP, the 
European Union and The Rockefeller 
Foundation, in Bangkok, in November 
2018. 

•• Expert group meeting on urban 
and territorial planning, hosted by 
UN-Habitat, UNDP, ESCAP and 
Nanjing University, in Nanjing, China, in 
February 2019.

The technical editor for the report was Greg 
Scruggs, urban journalist. 

The report was copy edited by John Loftus. 

Design and layout of the report was done by 
Pimclick creative digital design studio.

ESCAP and UN-Habitat are grateful for 
the guidance, inputs and peer review from 
members of its Reference Group comprised 
of members from the following organizations: 
Cities Development Initiative Asia; United Cities 
and Local Governments Asia and the Pacific; 
ICLEI — Local Governments for Sustainability; 
Commonwealth Local Government Forum; C40 
Cities Climate Leadership Group; 100 Resilient 
Cities; World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development; Australian National University; 
Association of Pacific Rim Universities; CDP; 
World Resources Institute; University of Sydney; 
Mercy Corps; Arup Group; Asian Institute of 
Technology; Global Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy; United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe; Asian Coalition for 
Housing Rights; Smart Future Lab, Hanssem; and 
the Huairou Commission.

Significant contributions were also made by 
diverse stakeholders from across the Asian 
and Pacific region participating in the following 
consultations for the report:

•• Subregional consultation for 
the Pacific, hosted by the ESCAP 
Subregional Office for the Pacific and 
the University of the South Pacific, in 
Suva, in July 2018. 
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These in-person consultative meetings were 
combined with numerous webinars and virtual 
consultations with experts and stakeholders. 

ESCAP is grateful to Kaveh Zahedi, ESCAP 
Deputy Executive Secretary for Sustainable 
Development, for his strategic guidance and 
review as well as Hongjoo Hahm, Deputy 
Executive Secretary and Chair of the ESCAP 
Editorial Board, and members of the board for 
their comments. Special thanks goes out to the 
following ESCAP staff, consultants and interns for 
the substantive reviewing of successive drafts of 
the report: Hamza Ali Malik, Tiziana Bonapace, 
Katinka Weinberger, Ram Tiwaree, Kyungkoo 
Philip Kang, Aida Karazhanova, Natalja Wehmer, 
Alexander Vougioukas, Cerin Kizhakkethottam, 
Aline Roldan, Kelsey Gray, Noemie Watanabe, 
Lauren Cameron, Solene Le Doze, Natalie Harms,  
Sarah Gerrard, Sanjay Srivastava, Atsuko Okuda, 
Jonathan Wong, Keran Wang, Matthew Perkins, 
Yukhontorn Suewaja, Pradtana Limkrailassiri, 
Sweta Saxena, Zheng Jian, Daniel Jeong-Dae 
Lee, Nagesh Kumar, Rajan Ratna, Jo Fung, 
Anna Naupa, Ly Ngo, Li Zhou, Riccardo Dunn, 
Paul Anthony Bunsell and Kavita Sukanandan. 
Administrative and logistical assistance was 
provided by Sirikul Chan-amnuaysook. 

UN-Habitat would like to thank the following 
staff for their specific contribution or support 
during the various phases of preparing the 
report: Shipra Narang Suri, Remy Sietchiping, 
Laura Petrella, Eduardo Moreno, Andre Dzikus, 
Rong Yang, Saidou N’Dow, Susannah Price, Ana 
Moreno, Bernhard Barth, Åsa Jonsson, Salvatore 
Fundaro, Liam Fee, Kibong Lee, Tania Pei Yee 
Lim, Zhenshan Zhang, Pamela Carbajal, Victor 
Mgendi, Tam Hoang and Rebeca Ramos Tabosa. 

The report was made possible through the 
financial support provided by the European 
Union-International Urban Cooperation 
Programme-Asia, the Asian Development Bank 
and The Rockefeller Foundation.


