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Asia Pacific Sustainable Development Journal (APSDJ) Editorial Policy 
 
Asia Pacific Sustainable Development Journal (APSDJ) is published following the 
Publications Policy of the United Nations, approved by the UN General Assembly. It is 
published under the authority of the UN Publications Board. The readership of United Nations 
publications ranges widely, covering, for example, development planners, statisticians, 
demographers, energy and water specialists and development assistance personnel, as well as 
the general public.  
 

While APSDJ strives to fill the needs of its readership and to promote the principles 
and purposes of the Organization, it emphasizes high standard of analysis or data. In order to 
be issued as a publication of the United Nations, materials should: 

a) Promote the principles and purposes of the United Nations; 
b) Contribute directly to the achievement of one or more of the programme budget 

objectives of the subprogramme under which it is prepared; 
c) Be timely; 
d) Respond to an identified demand from a clearly defined target readership; 
e) Reach a standard of intellectual endeavour that reflects credit on the United Nations; 
f) Be prepared in a clear and concise style appropriate to the readership for which the 

publication is intended; 
g) Not substantially duplicate material that has already been published and is readily 

available. 
   
Thus, the main objectives of APSDJ’s editorial policy are to: 

 Maintain the Journal’s high academic/scholarly standards by: 
o subjecting submissions to a double-blind refereeing process; 
o selecting papers purely on merit basis; 
o appointing individual experts to the Editorial and Advisory Boards with clear 

terms of reference. 
 Uphold the Journal’s ethical standards by requiring authors to: 

o submit their data for verifications and replications to interested readers upon 
request; 

o sign a declaration confirming that their articles are original and have not been 
published in any other publications or refereed journal(s); 

o declare any possible conflict of interest, e.g., funding sources of their research; 
o appropriately acknowledge individuals and/or organizations who provided 

comments/supports. 
 Promote accessibility, diversity, equity, and inclusivity by: 

o allowing free downloads of its contents; 
o not charging authors submission or subscription fees; 
o accepting papers from authors regardless of their ethnic or national identity; 
o encouraging submissions from authors in countries in special situations, i.e. 

least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island 
developing States; 

o providing capacity development services to early career researchers by 
providing constructive feedback and mentoring; 

o archiving all past issues. 
 Preserve transparency by following the Principles of Transparency and Best Practices 

in Scholarly Publishing as collaboratively developed by the Committee on Publication 
Ethics (COPE), and clearly stating in the journal’s website: 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/175111?ln=en#record-files-collapse-header
https://publicationethics.org/node/19881
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o editorial policies, aims and objectives and submission guidelines; 
o types of manuscripts the journal will consider for publication; 
o complaints and conflict of interest resolution procedures; 
o copyrights concerning reproduction and uses of articles. 

 Maintain regularity and timeliness by: 
o publishing its two issues in May and November of each year; 
o requiring reviewers to submit their reports within a stipulated deadline; 
o informing authors of any delay.  

 Resolve complaints and appeals by: 
o setting up an independent body of experts; 
o following COPE’s guidance/ flow-charts. 

 
Copyright 

 United Nations is the holder of APSDJ’s copyright, while individual authors retain 
copyright of their articles.  

 APSDJ contents may be reproduced in whole or in part for educational or non-profit 
purposes without special permission from the copyright holder, provided that the source 
is duly acknowledged. 

 The Communications and Knowledge Management Section of ESCAP would 
appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this publication as a source. 

 No use may be made of APSDJ for resale or any other commercial purpose whatsoever 
without prior permission. Applications for such permission, with a statement of the 
purpose and extent of reproduction, should be addressed to the Secretary of the 
Publications Board, United Nations, New York. 


