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ASIA-PACIFIC SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT JOURNAL 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

	 The Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Journal (APSDJ) is based on recognition of the 
interconnected and multidisciplinary nature of sustainable development. Published biannually by 
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, it is intended to 
stimulate debate and assist in the formulation of evidence-based policymaking in the Asia-Pacific 
region towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

	 APSDJ welcomes the submission of original contributions on themes and issues related to 
sustainable development that are policy-oriented and relevant to Asia and the Pacific. The articles 
should be centred on discussing challenges pertinent to one or more dimensions of sustainable 
development, policy options and implications and/or policy experiences that may be of benefit to 
the region. 

	 Authors familiar with the Asia-Pacific region are encouraged to submit their work. All manuscripts 
will undergo a rigorous double-blind peer-review process. 

1. Manuscripts 

	 All materials submitted for the consideration of the Editorial Board should be in English. The 
manuscripts should be typed, double-spaced, on one side of white A4 paper. They should not 
exceed 8,000 words, including tables, figures, references and other materials and include a short 
abstract (200 words) of the issues addressed and the most important policy-related findings. 

	 Manuscripts are accepted on the understanding that they may be edited. Contributors are 
required to sign a consent form verifying that their articles are original and have not been published 
in any other publications or refereed journal(s). 

	 All manuscripts will be submitted to double-blind peer review by professionals in the field. 
The name(s) of the author(s) or other identifying information should, therefore, be placed only on 
the title page in order to preserve anonymity. The title page should also include such information 
as institutional affiliation(s), complete mailing address, telephone number and the email of the 
author(s). 

Manuscripts should be sent by email to the chief editors of APSDJ at escap-apsdj@un.org. 

2. Tables and figures 

	 All tables and figures should be numbered consecutively with Arabic numbers. Each table 
should be typed double-spaced. Tables and figures should be planned to fit the proportions of the 
printed page. Full information on the source(s) should appear below the table or figure, followed 
by notes, if any, in lower-case letters. 

	 Once a manuscript is accepted for publication, the author(s) will be asked to supply figures, 
tables and charts, preferably in Microsoft Excel or any major spreadsheet programme.
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3. Footnotes and quotations 

	 Footnotes, if any, should be numbered consecutively with superscript Arabic numerals. They 
should be typed single-spaced and placed at the bottom of each page. They should not be used 
solely for citing references. 

	 Quotations should be double-spaced. A copy of the page(s) of the original source of the 
quotation, as well as a copy of the cover page of that source should be provided. 

4. References 

	 Authors should ensure that there is a complete reference for every citation in the text. References 
in the text should follow the author-date format, followed, if necessary, by page numbers, for example, 
Becker (1964, pp. 13-24). List only references that are cited in the text or footnotes. References, 
listed alphabetically, should be typed double-spaced on a separate page in the following style:

Sen, Amartya (2009). The Idea of Justice. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press. 

Husseini, Rana (2007). Women leaders attempt to bridge East-West cultural divide. Jordan Times, 
9 May. 

Krueger, Alan B., and Lawrence H. Summers (1987). Reflections on the inter-industry wage structure. 
In Unemployment and the Structure of Labour Markets, Kevin Lang and Jonathan S. 
Leonard, eds. London: Basis Blackwell.
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The Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Journal (APSDJ) is a rebranded 
publication issued by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP). It builds on the success of two former ESCAP journals 
– the Asia-Pacific Population Journal, launched in 1986, and the Asia-Pacific 
Development Journal, launched in 1994. 

APSDJ is based on recognition of the interconnected and multidisciplinary 
nature of sustainable development. Published biannually, it aims to stimulate 
debate and assist in the formulation of evidence-based policymaking in the 
Asia-Pacific region towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.


