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Started in 2004, the APBF provides a platform for 
region-wide public-private sector dialogue, and facilitates 
opportunities for cooperation and partnerships among 
stakeholders. �e Forum will bring together governments, 
business leaders, academia, civil society and other 
stakeholders to share good practices in the area of 
economic integration, the key to stability and prosperity. 
�ere will be a particular focus on realizing the ASEAN 
Economic Community in 2015. �e 2-day Forum is 
structured to address business aspects of sustainable 
socioeconomic development including responsible business 
practices and corporate sustainability, green economy, and 
renewable energy. Moreover, it aims to promote trade and 
investment in the least developed countries and landlocked 
countries, including Myanmar, through modalities such as 
entrepreneurship development, technology transfer, 
education and training and trade facilitation. 
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OVERALL OBJECTIVES

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

•   To provide a platform for governments, business and leading thinkers from 
academia and the civil society to discuss how to strengthen economic cooperation, 
regional economic integration and business partnerships.

•   To discuss how to enhance the business environment in ESCAP member countries 
to facilitate business, trade and investment and to share best practices on deregulation 
and economic liberalization.

•   To promote investments in least developed countries and landlocked countries.

•   To enhance regional business networking.

•   To share examples of transformational leadership and how countries can 
successfully transform themselves.

For more information, please visit http://www.unescap.org/apbf/

The APBF 2012 identifies economic drivers to assist the Asia-Pacific region in reaping 
the benefits of globalization, including integration through participation in global 
value chains, trade agreements, innovative technologies and corporate social 
responsibility

While the Forum explores emerging trade and investment opportunities after the 
economic crisis, it provides a platform for networking and forming partnerships 
among the business community in the Asia-Pacific region. It is strategically planned 
to enhance cooperation and dialogue between the public and business sectors, in 
particular, for small-and-medium enterprises (SMEs).
 

“Advancing Regional Economic Integration:
  Connecting Business, Strengthening Partnerships”
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Tentative Programme 
Monday, 15 October 2012 (Day 1) 

08:00 – 09:15 Registration 

09:30 – 10:30 OPENING SESSION 

09:30 – 09:35 

Introductory Address: 

Datuk Seri Mohamed Iqbal Rawther, Chairperson of the ESCAP Business 

Advisory Council (EBAC) 

09:35 – 09:45 

Welcome Address: 

Dr. Noeleen Heyzer, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 

Executive Secretary of ESCAP 

09:45 – 10:00 
Opening Address: 

Ambassador Richard A. Boucher, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD 

10:00 – 10:15 

Keynote Address: “Transforming Countries– The Malaysian Experience” 

Datuk Dr. Rebecca Fatima Sta Maria, Secretary-General of the Ministry of 

International Trade and Industry(MITI) 

10:15 – 10:20 
Vote of Thanks by Co-organizers: 

Tan Sri Dato’ Dr. Michael O.K. Yeoh, CEO/Director, ASLI 

10:20 – 10:25 Presentation of Mementoes for the Prime Minister of Malaysia 

10:25– 10:40 Morning tea break/ VIP to holding room 

10:40– 11:00 

Special Address from Business:  

“The role and power of entrepreneurship in promoting prosperity” 

Mr. Larry C. Farrell, Chairman and Founder of The Farrell Company 

11:00 - 12:15 

Roundtable Discussion:  

United Asia-Pacific: What it means for businesses? (public perspective) 

 

Questions: 

 What is the current state of play regarding global and regional 

economic integration and what is its importance for business? 

 How may the current economic situation in major global markets 

affect Asian economic growth and integration? 

 How can we identify the best practices on simplification of cross-

border trade and investment regulations? 

 How can we ensure a more effective regional economic integration 

of least developed and landlocked developing countries, such as 

Myanmar and Central Asian economies? 

12.15 – 14:00 Lunch 
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14:00 - 15:30 

Plenary 1: United Asia -Pacific: Enhancing business competitiveness 
through trade and investment liberalization (business perspective) 
 
Objective: To identify emerging priorities and initiatives which are most 
critical for business to benefit from and contribute to regional economic 
integration with the ultimate purpose to achieve inclusive and sustainable 
socioeconomic development in Asia and the Pacific 

15:30 – 17:00 

Plenary 2: Towards and Beyond the 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 
2015 
 
Objective: To identify the key 
challenges and opportunities for 
business and investment, particularly 
in less developed countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region, arising from the 
AEC, and the negative and positive 
impacts of AEC on the business 
climate in ASEAN countries, focusing 
on key sectors: agriculture and food, 
manufacturing, sustainable and 
renewable energy, tourism, 
information technologies and 
communications 

OECD-ESCAP Conference on 
International Corporate 
Responsibility (CR) Instruments: 
Putting Convergence into Action 
 
Welcome remarks 
 
Session 1: THE NEW LANDSCAPE OF 
INTERNATIONAL CR INSTRUMENTS: 
CONVERGENCE AND COHERENCE 
 
Objective: To give an overview of 
the recently transformed 
landscape of international 
Corporate Responsibility (CR) 
instruments – new instruments and 
revised ones – and to demonstrate 
how this new landscape provides a  
more convergent and coherent 
framework for companies 
operating in Asia. 

17:30 – 18:00 

ESCAP/SME Corp Malaysia Launching of the Policy Guidebook of SME 
Development in Asia and the Pacific  
 
Welcome Remarks:  
Dr. Ravi Ratnayake, Director, Trade and Investment Division, ESCAP 
 
Introduction of the guidebook:  
Dr. J.S. Juneja, Chairman, Global Projects & Services (P)Ltd. 
Dr. Sailendra Narain, Chairman, Centre for SME Growth and Development 
Finance (CESMED) 

19:00 – 21:00 Social Dinner 

 

Side Events for SMEs 
Monday, 15 October 2012 (Day 1) 

14:00 – 17:30 

APCTT-ESCAP/MOSTI/SIRIM 
Workshop for SMEs on “Valuation of 
Intellectual Property” 

MARDI/UNAPCAEM Workshop for 
SMEs on “Appropriate Precision 
Farming Technology for Sustainable 
Food Production” 
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Tentative Programme 
Tuesday, 16 October 2012 (Day 2) 

9.00 – 9.45 Briefing session on Business to Business Matching on Technology Transfer 

10.00 - 15.00 Parallel Sessions 

OECD-ESCAP 
Conference on 
International CR 
Instruments: Putting 
Convergence into 
Action (continued) 

10:00 - 12:00 

Business to Business M
a

tching on Technology Tra
nsfer 

Parallel Session A 
 

THE FUTURE WE 
WANT: 
PROMOTING 
SUSTAINABLE AND 
RESPONSIBLE 
BUSINESS 
 
Objective: 
Implementing 
Rio+20: to identify 
innovative 
business practices 
and propose 
policies to support 
greener 
businesses while 
improving 
competitiveness. 
 

Parallel Session B 
 
 

NON-Traditional 
OPPORTUNITIES in 

BUSINESS AND 
INVESTMENT 

 
Objective: 
To highlight non-
traditional business 
opportunities and 
responsible business 
practices in Asia and 
the Pacific and to 
identify emerging 
opportunities and 
challenges for 
business in less 
developed and 
landlocked countries 
under its ongoing 
reform process. 
 

Session 2 
 

TOOLS FOR 
INTEGRATING 

INTERNATIONAL CR 
INSTRUMENTS TO 

COMPANY 
MANAGEMENT 

 
Objective: 
To highlight the key 
features of the 
increasingly 
convergent 
management 
paradigm for CR: risk-
based due diligence, 
reporting, stakeholder 
engagement; and 
discuss how business in 
Asia and the Pacific 
can implement and 
benefit from it.  
 
To increase 
understanding of CR 
tools and provide 
examples of good 
practices by business 
in Asia and the 
Pacific.  

12:00  – 13:00 Networking lunch 
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13:00 – 15:00 

Business to Business M
a

tching on Technology Tra
nsfer 

Parallel Session C 
 
TRADE FACILITATION 

MEASURES FOR 
COMPETITIVENESS 
IMPROVEMENT & 

DEVELOPING 
REGIONAL SUPPLY 

CHAINS 
 

Objective: 
To review new trade 
facilitation 
techniques and their 
benefits for less 
developed countries’ 
competitiveness 
improvement. 
To identify the key 
issues and policies for 
improving business 
connectivity through 
the development of 
global supply chains, 
with particular focus 
on TNC-SME 
partnerships.  (Such 
issues may relate to 
green technology, 
clean or sustainable 
energy, healthcare, 
private education, 
infrastructure and 
construction, 
technology (ICT and 
biotech), agriculture 
and food.) 

Parallel Session D 
 

EDUCATION & 
TRAINING 

 
Objective: 
To review the 
quality of 
education and 
entrepreneurship 
and vocational 
training in the 
region and identify 
the opportunities 
to foster business 
leaders for the 
future. 

Session 3 
 

IMPLEMENTING SOCIAL 
DIALOGUE AND 

PROBLEM SOLVING IN 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
 
Objective: To 
demonstrate how 
social dialogue and 
access to consensual 
and non-adversarial 
means such as 
mediation and 
conciliation can 
contribute to the 
resolution of societal 
issues linked to 
company operations. 
 
To explore how “good 
offices” mechanisms 
such as that provided 
by OECD National 
Contact Points can 
play a constructive 
role in resolving 
corporate 
responsibility 
challenges in Asia. 
 

15:00 – 16:00 

Outcomes and Recommendations by Sessions/Conferences/Side-
Events Moderators  
 
Chair: Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Michael Yeoh, CEO & Director of ASLI 

16:00 – 16:30 

CLOSING SESSION 
 
Chair: Datuk Seri Mohamed Iqbal Rawther, Chairperson of the ESCAP 
Business Advisory Council 
 
Summary of the Forum: 
Dr. Ravi Ratnayake, Director, Trade and Investment Division, United 
Nations ESCAP 
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•   Senior government officials
•   CEOs and senior corporate executives
•   Representatives of civil society organizations
•   Academics, media representatives and opinion leaders
•   Representatives of international and regional organizations and 
international development partners

To participate in the APBF 2012, please register online at 
http://www.unescap.org/apbf/registration2012.asp
Early registration is advised as the number of seats is limited.

ONLINE REGISTRATION

 
 

WHO 
SHOULD COME?
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TRAVEL INFORMATION

 

 
INFORMATION 

FOR 
PARTICIPANTS

VENUE & ACCOMMODATION

Immigration Requirements
Visitors to Malaysia must hold a valid passport or travel document with a minimum 
validity of six months beyond the intended visiting period.
Most nationalities do not require visas for social or business visits to Malaysia. For 
detailed information on visa requirements and exemptions, please visit 
http://www.unescap.org/tid/apbf/2012/info12.pdf

Weather in Octorber
Average temperature (centigrade)   32
Highest temperature on the average (centigrade) 32
Lowest temperature on the average (centigrade) 32
Rainfall (mm)     275

�e APBF will be held at the Sunway Resort Hotel and Spa. 
�e Hotel is about 35 minutes away from the KLIA airport. 

A limited number of rooms 
will be made available for 
participants. For 
reservations or more 
information, please visit 
kualalumpur.sunwayhotels.
com, or call +60 37492 
8000 or email to 
mediasrhs@sunwayhotels. 
com 

Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport

(KLIA)

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa

The Villas & Mandara Spa

The Duplex

Resort Suites & Pyramid Tower

Putrajaya/Cyberjaya

Petaling Jaya

Bangsar&Kuala Lumpur

Federal Highway

New Pantai Expressway

Kesas Highway

Sunway
Lagoon

North South
Expressway
Central Link

Subang
Jaya Persiaran Kew

ajipan

Shah Alam
& Klang

N
orth & Ipoh

Damansara
Puchong

Expressway
(LDP)



10

 
 

ABOUT THE
ORGANIZERS

�e United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Paci�c (ESCAP) 
promotes inclusive and sustainable development in Asia and the Paci�c. It carries out 
work in the following areas: Macroeconomic Policy and Development; Statistics; 
Subregional activitives for development; Trade and Investment; Transport; Environment 
and sustainable development; Information and Communications Technology and 
Disater Risk Reduction; and Social Development.
www.unescap.org

�e Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) is a Malaysia’ s leading independent 
private �ink Tank which is committed to the development of Asian 
leadership and strategic thinking. ASLI’ s mission is to help 
organizations enhance competitiveness, leadership and strategic 
capabilities through its programmes, conferences, publications, 
policy research, business councils and CEO peer groups.
www.asli.com.my 

�e mission of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) is to promote policies that will 

improve the economic and social well-being of people around the world. �e OECD 
provides a forum in which governments can work together to share experiences and 
seek solutions to common problems.
www.oecd.org

�e United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) partners with people 
at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and drive 
and sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. 
On the ground in 177 countries and territories, the UNDP o�er global 
perspective and local insight to help empower lives and build resilient nations.
www.undp.org
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�e Ministry of Foreign A�airs (MOFA), the Ministry of International Trade and 
Industry (MITI) and the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) of 
the Government of Malaysia are strategic partners. �e SIRIM Berhad, the Malaysian 
Agricultural Research and Development Institute (MARDI), the SME CORP, the 
Greater Mekong Subregion Business Forum (GMS-BF), the Mekong Institute (MI), 
the ASEAN CSR Network and the SS-GATE also provide support to the Forum.

Two of ESCAP’s regional institutions — the Asian and Paci�c Centre for Transfer of 
Technology (APCTT-ESCAP) and the United Nations Asian and Paci�c Centre for 
Agricultural Engineering and Machinery (UNAPCAEM) — will organize side events 
related to SME development. 
 

MORE ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS

CONTACT
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact:

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Paci�c (UNESCAP) 
Trade and Investment Division
Private Sector and Development Section 
Mr. Marc Proksch, Chief
Email: escap-tid@un.org
Fax: +66-2-2881026

Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute 
Ms. Yeen Seen
Senior Vice President/ Chief Strategy & Programme O�cer
Email: janet@asli.com.my
Fax: +603 2093 3078    http://www.unescap.org/apbf/
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